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‘Tame is not a
word for M3’

Continued from page 1

The fourth geneéra-
tion M3 is the latest ti-
tan insurgence in the
wake of others like the
Audi RS4, and the im-
minent arrival of the
Mercedes C63 AMG. All
on paper may seem to
follow the same des-
tinies, but the M is
crafted in a very spe-
cific vein - it is more a
weapon than a car, and
like most weapons de-
mands respect from
those wielding it. I'm
actually not even sure
you can think of any
M3 you've seen, heard
or driven before. This is

. clean sheet stuff, except
perhaps for character.
Even in current 3-se-
ries terms the M is ap-
parently 80% different
to the 335i coupé, and to
make it more real - is
said to be two-thirds
more responsive than
its twin-turbo sibling.
. So’why no turbo in
the M3? Simply because
“it’s an M, which means
clean power, a new en-
gine that faced the Nur-
burgring as its final
exam, ahd an electronic
mind capable of 200-
million operations per
second - the heart of an
'F1 warrior. And while
on ‘Nordschleife’ T was

told that this M3 was

around twenty seconds

quicker than the M3 it -

succeeds.-It .was also
mentioned that where
the V10:M5 has horse-
power, the new M3 has
agility.

The horses are very
new, encapsulated in a
block straight from
BMW’s Formula 1
foundry, and is the first
ever V8 M3, with 309kW
-and 400Nm (at 3900rpm)
churned from the 4.0-

litre powerplant. The
‘M high-speed engine -

concept’ realises a
screaming maximum
"engine speed of 8
300rpm while the light-
weight construction
makes- it one of the
lightest eight-cylinders
in the world - lighter by

15kg than even the pre- -

vious 3.2 straight-six.
There’s variable
camshaft control, low-
pressure double-Vanos
and eight individual
throttle butterflies. And

toprove up to 1.4 g-force’
capability, M have in-

cluded two oil pumps
and wet'sump lubrica-
tion, while the exhaust

gets internal high-pres-

sure remoulding.
Power per litre is also
worth mentioning; the
4-litre M3 pushes 77TkKkW
per litre, in comparison
to the 4.2-litre Audi
RS4’s 75kW per litre.

Another first in its.
segment is a carbon-fi--

bre roof reducing

- weight and enhancing
agility by lowering the

centre of gravity.

It also makes a
rather striking visual
statement, like the M3
CSL did. But that’s just
the start of the J'Lo
spec sheet. There’s also

an aluminium bonnet

with a seriously strik-

ing powerdome, extra -

large air-intakes at the
front, flared wheel
arches, -‘gills’ in the
front side panels, M
side sills, discreet rear
‘spoiler look’, and four
chunky tailpipes
screaming hallelujah.
The interior has all the
M cues you would ex-

pect on the design of

the steering, gearlever,
and seats, and there’s
really great audio.

But taming the beast

is what it’s there for, .

and after a day on the

track and aday on-pub- -
lic_roads, ‘tame’ will .
never .be a word you.
will associate with this-
car. It’s chalk and
cheese to the previous:
252kW M3, and'any M3
tter.
- for two reasons Vi

before it for that

power-and execution.
truly -believe th

there’s more race-car
than road-car here,

with: -M-package -and .

safety-nets designed to
hide the 4.8 second 0-
100km/h werewolf. The
good news though is
that the mix between

track and tar mean a

purist’s pearly gates -

real six-speed manual @ =

with an oil cooling, dou-

ble plate clutch, andan - .

expensive ‘optional ex-

tra called MDrive for .

driver configuration of
suspension and DSC,

and “configuration of -

the engine control map-
ping.

We played hard for
two days in cars with
MDrive, and found that

in the provided configu- .

rations the car was.set
for optimal everything,
but at the same time
gave you lots of rope to
humble yourself. The

brakes never faded -

(even at the track hot
lap after hot lap in the
middle of a European

~summer), the clutch"
never-slipped or smelt-

like it was burning, the
gearbox hooked like an
M should, and the steer-
ing was precise
through the 18-inch low
profile rubber. ,

After testing 335is in
afew guises I wondered

whether the ultimate-

Three could pull it off,
and can today say that
it does, comfortably,
and on all fronts. The
new V8 engine will no
doubt go through a few

_stable -derivatives, but

should " take the M

badge forward

For now, beside the
package, Jocal buyers
will appreciate the

R650k price tag, mean-

ing it’s in the RS4 ball-
park: ‘

impressions will- be
here soon, and we’ll see

whether - Joburg aiti- -

tude tames it any.

The local lauﬁch of
the new M3 isabout a -
“month ‘away so_local

F1-INSPIRED:
The block is built .
inthe same
factory as the
BMW Sauber
engine. The 4-
litre V8 weighs
less than the 3.2
six-cylinder it

. replaces.
PICTURE:
QUICKPIC
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Test drive? We look forward to your call.
-~ Zack Bartholomew 082 929 0525, Damien Smit 082 549 48, G
Junior Motholo 083 954 6503, Lerito Adams 082 340 041 7 Bons von Walter 082 421 721 2.
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Melrose North
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